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WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-FIFTH EDITION 

A Happy New Year to all, we hope you are looking forward to a brighter 

and better 2022.   

One resolution I hope to make happen is to spend a lot less time at the 

Little Hadham crossroads looking at a light on red for several minutes 

on end. Automatic traffic lights - first used in Britain in 1927 in 

Wolverhampton – only reached Little Hadham in 1975. Before that, 

negotiating the unregulated crossroads was not considered very safe 

as visibility was limited. When the lights were installed, Furneux 

Pelham Parish Council noted that “although journeys may take a little 

longer, on the other hand we may live longer”.  

Finally, we would be grateful if you could support our advertisers, who 

provide a wide range of local services and make ‘The Pelhams’ 

possible. And thank you too, writers, contributors and distributors for 

another year of news, articles, opinions and puzzles. 

 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Cover story 

Straw plaiting became an important ‘cottage industry’ in the  
17th century, enabling women looking after children at home to 
contribute to their family’s income. The plaited straw was bought by 
dealers and used in the making of hats and bonnets, particularly in the 
west of Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. Demand grew, mothers 
recruited their older children and many women made more from plaiting 
than their husbands earned as agricultural labourers. The industry 
rapidly declined in the later 1800s as cheaper plait was imported from 
the Far East, but the skill was maintained and Bernard Franklin (1927-
2015), sometime of no. 6 Brookside, Furneux Pelham, made this 
umbrella to demonstrate the skill about ten years ago.  

The covers for 2022 are going to feature other objects with connections 
to the Pelhams. If you have anything you’d like to share, please get in 
touch. 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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The Reverend Robert Nokes MA 
I am greatly saddened to report that the Reverend Robert Nokes passed away 

on 26th November 2021. Robert was vicar of the Benefice of Stocking Pelham, 

Furneux Pelham and Braughing between 1990 and his retirement in 2004. 

Robert and his wife Mary spent their retirement in Hanslope, near Milton 

Keynes, keeping friends in the Pelhams well informed about their active lives 

through their detailed annual newsletter.  

Long-established villagers will remember Robert’s generosity of spirit and 

thoughtful support and kindness towards both young and old. He will be 

particularly remembered for his dedication to Furneux Pelham School where, 

as vicar, he was a governor and took on the role as deputy Chair for several 

years.   

On a lighter note, he played the role of his predecessor the Reverend Henry 

Hancockes in the Furneux Pelham 2000 Millennium Pageant, defending his 

Church with a blunderbuss against the soldiers of Oliver Cromwell in the 

1640s. Said blunderbuss (a stage prop) was duly discharged by Robert, greatly 

surprising the crowd, the soldiers, and I think himself, with the vigour and 

volume of its report. 

He will be greatly missed but I hope equally remembered.  

Stephen Bratt 

 

 

Christmas drawing competition results 
Thank you to everyone who entered this years’ competition. 

1st place David, whose Nanny lives in Furneux Pelham, he won a 
Cadbury Selection Box 

2nd place a joint entry by Abigaile and Lily from The Old Common 
Furneux Pelham who won bars of Cadbury Snowmen and Reindeer to 
share. 

3rd place another joint entry by William and Grace from Whitebarns 
who won a bag of Cadbury Little Robins to share 

Thank you so much to everyone who entered, it was very enjoyable 
looking through the entries 

Love Rudolph and Santa xx  
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New Year Wishes from the Magazine Team  

As I write this little ditty it’s very hard to say 
What effect Boris’ “Plan C” had on your Christmas Day. 
I hope that your Christmas was full of good cheer,  
And that you managed to “gather” with those you hold dear. 

Christmas is now over, and the new year begins, 
Let’s wish for a good one and that the “Booster plan” wins. 

From the Magazine team and all of us here 
May we wish you a happy, and healthy new year. 

“Thank You” to a good friend and good Samaritan 

A huge “Thank You” to Marion Tofts and her husband Neville. 

Marion has been looking out for us over the past year and even 

longer, collecting medications, and dressings from Buntingford, 

shopping, and bringing needed supplies to hospital when required and 

helping out whenever we had a problem. 

Her kindness has been overwhelming 

Thank you from both of us. 

Stocking Pelham Christmas Food Bank Appeal 
Following a request from the Buntingford Food Bank, 

new Stocking Pelham resident Corinne Franceschi and 

Louise Balaam organised a pre-Christmas collection at St. 

Mary’s Church. 

The response was phenomenal and very big thank you to 

all those from Stocking, Furneux and other villages who 

gave so generously for this worthwhile cause. 

 

Forthcoming events – dates for your diary 
Saturday 4th June 2022: 

St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham will be hosting a family bring and share 
community lunch for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration. Further 
details will follow nearer the time.  
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Church Roof Update – St Mary’s Church, Furneux Pelham 

Last month we were hoping that the church roof would be completed for the 

beginning of December. Unfortunately, this was not to be as a number of 

unforeseen problems occurred, whilst these did not stop work, they have 

caused a delay in the project. We are meeting with the architect on the  

15th December to decide on solutions and plan the way forward. Our 

expectations are that we will have a rapid conclusion. It is disappointing that 

we have a delay but with an 8oo year old building it is not entirely surprising. 

We have however had some wonderful news. We have received a grant of 

£10,000 from the John Swire 1989 Charitable Trust.  This was entirely due to 

the good offices of Eddie Rowland who used his personal relationship with 

one of the Swire family to encourage them to make this generous gift. 

Massive thanks to Eddie for his support with this. Whilst on the subject of 

thanks I would like on behalf of the PCC to thank all people who helped 

distribute the church Christmas card round the village. 

Chris Stead 

St Marys PCC 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 2nd January   Epiphany 

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am All Age Holy Communion   Braughing 

Sunday 9th January  Epiphany 1 

10.00 am Family Morning Worship   Braughing 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 16th January  Epiphany 2 

9.30 am Café Church     Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

Sunday 23rd January  Epiphany 3 

9.30 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

11.15 am Family Worship     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 30th January  Epiphany 4 

10:30 am Holy Communion    Stocking Pelham 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 
there is a quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham Village Christmas tree 2021 
A big thanks to all those who helped with this new venture and the 

village hall committee for financing the tree and new lights. 

Mike Hutchins 
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Happy holidays 
 
Well!! will you or won't you holiday this year? 
maybe a cruise would fill you with cheer, 
flying off to the sun could become complicated, 
with so many changes it could be overrated. 
 
The former would be my cup of tea, 
lazy days floating gently at sea, 
but then there's a chance of a lockdown in cabin, 
in that case it's Norfolk I would rather go crabbing. 
 
There is also lots to offer at home, 
most of our islands are completely unknown, 
beautiful beaches and sweet hidden caves, 
clear water for snorkelling and surfing the waves. 
 
Of course for the brave there are mountains to climb, 
give it a try you would have a great time, 
well that's it for me then, Norfolk this year, 
and it's on hold again the cruise I hold dear. 
 

Margaret Palmer 
 
Ps don't forget your wet gear 
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Two Pelham cricketers in history 
The end of December 1835 saw the baptism of Thomas Hallam Hoblyn in 

Furneux Pelham, the only child of Thomas Hoblyn, Chief Secretary of the 

Treasury and his wife Ann Sarah Hallam of Whitebarns.  

Thomas was sent to Eton and in 1853 entered Trinity Hall, Cambridge. After 

leaving the university he joined the Lancashire Fusiliers (20th Foot) regiment 

as a lieutenant and served in the Indian Rebellion of 1857, contracting 

dysentery during the siege of Lucknow.  

Soon afterwards he returned to England, married, and moved into a rented 

property on Patmore Heath. Family diaries suggest he was a keen cricketer 

and apparently played at Lords in 1860, though the exact game has not been 

clearly identified.  

In 1861, he moved to a large house overlooking Rickling Green, a well-known 

cricket venue at the time that often attracted many hundreds of spectators. 

In May 1863, he was selected by the MCC to play against Cambridge 

University, but had an undistinguished game, neither taking any wickets nor, 

as they say, troubling the scorers.  

He did, however, have great influence in cricketing circles and the early 1860s 

saw him organise several visits of the MCC to Rickling Green with many notable 

guest players of the time. ‘Tommy’ as his team mates called him, could not 

though shake off all the effects of his illness and he died just before Christmas 

in 1866 at the age of 31, leaving a widow and four children.  

Without Tommy, Rickling struggled to attract the 

same star names and it was not until 1882 that 

the quiet, rural Rickling ground saw one of the 

most eventful games of the century.   

August was a fine, dry month. and on the 4th and 

5th, Rickling Green played Orleans Cricket Club, 

whose team was made up of various county and 

international players. The first Orleans batsman 

was soon caught off the bowling of Henry 

Sworder of Stocking Pelham Hall when the score 

was 20, but no further wickets fell that day. 

Orleans batted on and the score was 625 when 
Tommy Hoblyn 1860 
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the next wicket fell. All but one of the team scored runs (except for the one, 

once the batting partner of W.G. Grace, who was out for a duck). The final 

total was 920 runs, at that time the highest ever authenticated total score. 

Orleans had used all but a few minutes of the two days’ play to complete 

their innings and so the match was a draw. 

Papers throughout the British Empire reported on the score made on Rickling 

Green and the statistic was included in WG Grace’s book “Cricket” published 

in 1891. The total was beaten six years later in Melbourne, Australia, but even 

now, it remains the eighth highest all-time score.  

 

 

East Herts Rural response 

to your Community Voice 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The Parish Council met in the Village Hall on 9th December with 5 local 

residents in attendance. Key points from the meeting were: 

• two residents and the Chair had met with County Cllr Graham 

McAndrew and Highways to discuss issues in the village. A covert 

traffic survey still required to assess speeding in Barleycroft End; 

• book swap in the bus shelter now operational and books can be 

donated via the Pub for inclusion; 

• action taken since the last meeting in relation to solar farms and 

battery facilities outlined, including a synopsis of the latest letter of 

objection submitted by the Parish Council in respect of Greens Farm 

(ratified later in the meeting); 

• gifted land discussed but no decision reached as yet. Ideas are still 

welcomed via the Clerk. However, the fly tipped material to be 

removed and trees to be obtained using Queens Green Canopy grant; 

• ideas for celebrating the Platinum Jubilee in 2022 were discussed; 

• anti-social behaviour raised and concluded that this is a police matter 

and Cllrs asked to provide expertise, in a personal capacity, if can; 

• financial position is sound and initial financial plans for 2022/23 were 

presented, including proposal to increase the precept by £500. Plans 

will be approved at the January 2022 meeting; 

• police reminder to ensure cars locked, even when on driveways, and 

remove valuable items from vehicles as festive season approaches; 

• winter salt has been obtained and available from Cllr Eddie Wills; 

• Cllr Tracy Langlois had collected and distributed “Bags of Kindness”; 

and 

• residents provided the results of Protect the Pelhams survey, the 

latest position regarding the maintenance of Whitebarns Lane and 

ongoing issues with the signage at Violets Lane. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be at the Village Hall on 13th January in 

the Village Hall at 7 pm. Attendees will be expected to wear masks. 

Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham School News 
We have had a wonderful term here at Furneux Pelham 

School, but we are certainly ready for the Christmas holidays!  This 

term has provided so many exciting opportunities for learning and we 

can’t wait to see what 2022 holds for us. 

Computing lessons - Creating a Conveyor Belt 

In their computing lessons, Kingfisher Class have 

been exploring technology in the wider world.  As 

part of this learning, they recreated a conveyor belt, 

barcode scanner and cash register from a 

supermarket.  This enabled them to understand 

how the three elements of technology work 

together in the real world.  They had lots of fun, whilst learning too, whilst 

they acted out the process of scanning items at the till.  There was also an 

element of maths involved as they totalled the cost of the shopping.  

The Sleepy Shepherd 

Year 2, Year 1 and Reception put on a 

wonderful performance of The Sleepy 

Shepherd as part of our Christmas 

production this year.  They did a 

fantastic job - great acting, beautiful 

singing and very entertaining dancing.  

We were very fortunate that Year 2 were able to perform to their 

parents and the rest of the school were able to watch a video of the 

Nativity play. 

Tyre Swings and Catapults 

Nightingale Class have had a wonderful time in  our 

Forest School area - The Burrow - over the last five or 

six weeks.  Recently, they have been very busy making 

and investigating catapults and enjoying the newly-

constructed tyre swing.  They have also been using 

knives to whittle peg people – wonderful little stick 

men and women.  Big smiles all round!  
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Wonderful Weather! 

One of our curriculum drivers is ‘broadening horizons’.  As part of this, we 

take as many opportunities as possible to extend 

our pupils’ learning beyond their immediate 

surroundings and experiences.  Kingfisher Class 

are studying the weather this term, so Mrs. 

Blakeman took them outside to enjoy exactly 

that – the weather!  We don’t always encourage 

children to splash about in puddles and enjoy 

getting rained upon, but Year 1 and 2 certainly 

had a great time.  It was just a shame that the 

weather was kind to us on this (rare) occasion! 

Decorating Day 

We always have a wonderful time on Decorating 

Day at Furneux Pelham School!  This is a special 

day every year, when we all spend the day 

creating Christmas crafts and baking Christmas-

themed recipes.  This year we even had an 

opportunity to 

play some 

good, old-

fashioned party games as part of the 

activties!  We baked gingerbread and made 

some stunning decorations for our school 

Christmas tree, from pegs, corks and pine 

cones.  Beautiful, but also making use of 

recycled goods!  
Look at our New Clmbing Wall! 

December 1st not only marked the beginning 

of Advent for us, but also the arrival of our 

new climbing wall!  We held a draw to see 

who would be the first to use it and then 

cheered the climbers on as they took to the 

wall.  Such a wonderful addition to our 

playground!   
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS 
 

The volunteers at Protect the Pelhams hope that your festive season went to 

plan and wish you a very Happy New Year! 

Unfortunately, whilst we have been preparing for and celebrating the festive 

season, the stealthy solar developers have been busy. 

This list of current planning applications reveals the extent of their activity. 

1. Greens Farm, East End Furneux Pelham (Ref: 3/21/0696/FUL) 

We are waiting for further updates from East Herts Council (EHC). We 

anticipate that the application may be debated at the next Development 

Management Committee meeting in January 2022. We are pleased to report 

that Furneux Pelham Parish Council (FPPC) recently ratified its latest letter of 

objection to the proposals. FPPC found that both the Traffic Consultant and 

Lithium Battery Specialist that PtP had commissioned had raised some 

particularly valid points that they have included. It appears that the Developer 

has made further submissions to EHC but have not fully addressed the issues 

that have been raised, FPPC therefore considers the application to be 

"unsound".  

2. Battles Farm, Maggots End, Manuden (Ref: UTT/21/3356/FUL) 

As we mentioned in our previous update, Low Carbon have submitted their 

two planning applications for this project. Thank you if you have already 

objected to this application. If you have other family members or friends who 

would like to support our neighbouring villagers, please encourage them to 

visit the campaign website (www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com) where you will find 

everything that you need to comment. The closing date was given as  

17th December 2021, but may still be open. 

In addition, Low Carbon have a "Screening Opinion" lodged with Uttlesford 

District Council to find out if they need to do an Environmental Impact 

Assessment, we very much hope that the Local Authority make this a 

requirement. As it is not a full planning application, we, as members of the 

public, are not able to comment. 

We are pleased that 'The Countryside Charity (CPRE) for Essex and for 

Hertfordshire have both written letters strongly urging the council to refuse the 

applications. 

FPPC is currently considering its response. 

 

http://www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com/
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3. Land Adjacent to Pelham Substation, Park Green Lane, Berden  

(Ref: UTT/21/2158/SCO) 

Stratera have lodged a screening opinion to Uttlesford District Council (UDC), 

the website states that this has been determined but it is not clear what the 

decision is. 

4. Wickham Hall Solar Farm (Ref: 3/21/2601/FUL) 

Endurance Energy have just submitted an application to EHC for a 285 acre 

solar development near Bishops Stortford. The closing date for comments is 

10th January 2022. 

5. Violets Lane, Furneux Pelham Solar Farm 

No news that we are aware of, we are still anticipating community 

consultations to be offered by Renewable Connections in Spring 2022. 

Other News 

A National Campaigning Group 

A volunteer for PtP has joined a zoom meeting held by a national campaigning 
group that unites teams like ours, so that we can all be more effective. We will 
keep you updated on progress. 

If you need further information in the meantime, please: 

• email us on protectthepelhams@outlook.com 

• or visit ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page 

 

  

mailto:protectthepelhams@outlook.com
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Herewith further correspondence from a certain Mrs Merkel which may 

be of interest to both you, editor, and to my Reader. 
 

Liebe Potting Shed Correspondent, 

I was so pleased your letter to receive, with all the gardening hints.      I’m 

sorry that I have taken a while to reply, but as you may have seen, I have 

been busy retiring. 

I am now at leisure, as you will know, and the rest of my life lies before 

me.  I still am living in Berlin in an apartment but am considering applying 

for an allotment from the local council.   And then I will be ready to start 

gardening, growing, I hope, a few of my favourite things, like potatoes, 

maybe cabbage and beetroot for sure. 

I like to plan so have made a list of what to do.   First, get allotment.   

Second buy potatoes.  And then I see in gardening book that I put the 

small potatoes in egg boxes.  This puzzles me.  Why?  And then I 

understand that this is the famous English humour at work. 

Another example.  I plant my cabbage seeds and when they are growing I 

hang the discs of my complete Wagner operas on sticks next the plants.   I 

know not everyone likes Wagner, but is he that bad?  Do the birds really 

hate Tristan und Isolde?     Ach, yes, more English humour I detect. 

But as I think  I realise I no longer need my CDs, now that I can listen to 

Cliff Richard’s Christmas Hits on Spotify. 

But here in Berlin it is cold and I am thinking not even beetroot will be 

growing in this weather, so maybe it’s best to do more planning. 

Step 3.  Pour glass of schnapps.  Prost everyone. 

Step 4.  Look at seed catalogues.     Order seeds of things I like.   Potatoes.  

Cabbage.  Beetroot.   Olives. Olives?  I am thinking these do not grow well 

in Berlin. 

Step 5.   This is full of difficulties.   Pour another glass of schnapps.  Again, 

Prost!  Maybe a square of chocolate, as it’s cold outside? 
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Step 6.  Put aside seed catalogues and move back to other sofa to make 

progress on my Cliff Richard jigsaw. 

Step 6.  Pour schnapps.   Order from Amazon Complete Gardening Set for 

Girls.  Delivery in February. 

Perfect.    Plenty of time to finish my jigsaw, and the schnapps and the 

chocolate before it’s time to go outside…….providing I am awarded an 

allotment of course. 

Oh, and I hope you are happy with this, but I have passed your details to a 

Mr. E Macron.  He too is having worries about his pre-election ratings and 

whether he soon will need help cultivating garlic. 

Many greetings to you PSC and to your reader, 

And I wish you all a happy new gardening year! 

Yours 

Angela  

 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

WEATHER REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2021 

Comparing this November with previous years it seems to be quite similar. 

It was relatively mild for the first half and then colder having the last 9 

days all at, or below freezing at night. The rainfall was only 21.9 which is 

considerably less than we usually have. 

Janet Birch  
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Collections will return to normal Monday 24 January 2022  
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PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  

 

 

 

 

December 2021 puzzle answers 
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Criss Cross 

Fir the listed words into the grid. The winning word is the one left over 

at the end. 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  
Hundreds of prisoner of war camps were set up in the UK 

during the two World Wars, with several in The Hundred 

Parishes. Camps varied in design and size. Some started as rows of tents 

with the prisoners engaged in constructing huts. Most have disappeared 

but I would like to tell you about a few. 

In 1917, during the First World War, 

a camp was established at Great 

Dunmow’s workhouse, initially 

taking about 100 German POWs. 

Capacity was later doubled by 

moving women elsewhere and 

closing the infirmary. The German 

prisoners worked on local farms but 

gained a reputation for obstruction 

and destruction. Dunmow workhouse never reopened and was converted 

to the housing that today is called The Close. 

Bower Hall in Steeple Bumpstead was used as a POW camp in The First 

World War but it fell into ruin and was demolished in 1926. 

Wynches POW camp in Much Hadham was situated in forty acres of 

parkland and in the Second World War housed both Italian and German 

prisoners. 

Ickleton Grange housed a camp for both Italian and German men. Nothing 

now remains. 

In Mill Lane, Hatfield Heath, the 

remains of POW camp 116 are still 

clearly visible, the most complete 

survivor in Essex, Herts or 

Cambridgeshire. The camp was set up 

in 1941 to house Austrian and Italian 

prisoners; later, German men followed. 

They worked on local farms and even 

played football against a Hatfield Heath team who were beaten 11- 0! 
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Radwinter North POW rehabilitation camp was situated in the grounds of 

Radwinter Rectory, now known as Radwinter Manor. German soldiers 

were allowed to visit local families. Karl Weschke was one; he became an 

artist and his clay sculpture of a weeping mother and child titled 

“Deutschland 1946” is held in Saffron Walden Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken McDonald, Secretary    www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/

